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Die Gartenkunst

“The rising terrain of 
the gardens allows the patients to enjoy the glorious 
panoramic view beyond the enclosure, while they 
themselves remain invisible to curious onlookers (...) 



the grounds are characterized by Viennese charm, 
the pleasure of light colors and the avoidance of 
conspicuous measures that would give patients the 
feeling of being confined, (...) Each building is sur-
rounded by gardens that extend all the way to the 
Vienna Woods and the projected green belt …”

“A fresh 
victory was gained by the architectural garden, but 
it did not spring from the public park (…) It was 
a movement from the outside, like the old invasion 
of the landscape-garden style which came from the 
artists, but this time it was the architects who took 
action. Long in the background, they now became 
conscious of their rights ...”

Gründerzeit

“One of the attributes peculiar to 
human perception is that in examining any work of 
art, the eye seeks a point of rest or concentration; 
otherwise a painful uncertainty or aesthetic uneasi-
ness occurs. This will always prompt the architect to 
design a focal point where the rays of attention com-
bine or organize themselves.” He continues: “The 
sensuous apprehension of the impression made by 
a great monumental design, for example, can per-
haps be explained in the following way. First the 
general image is indistinctly grasped, and only some 
moments later the eye and impression slowly con-
centrate on a point, during which time the silhouette, 

distribution of color patches, border, and total ar-
rangement continue to have an effect.

The resting of the eyes has occurred.”

Baulin-
ienplan 1904

“He turns a romantic English park landscape into 
a baroquifying modern’ architectural landscape 
(…). A layout that had been ‘coincidentally’ embed-
ded in nature becomes a strictly composed hospital 
(...) something that had seemingly grown over time 
becomes something planned of volition.” (7)

Hofburg



Niederösterreichischen 
Landes-, Heil- und Pflegeanstalt Am Steinhof 

Niederösterreichische 
Landes-Irrenanstalten

“The hospi-
tal’s parks, made up of departmental gardens and 
public ‘parterres,’ have (including the footprints of 
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the buildings) a surface area of 560,000 square me-
ters, of which at present 380,000 square meters are 
planted, including lawns (...) The hospital’s gardens 
are vast; the initial plantings in these gardens com-
prised: 12,000 trees of all sorts, 32,000 bushes, 2,800 
conifers and 85,000 one- to three-year-old spruce 
trees. Some 150,000 perennials, bushes, ground cov-
er and diverse other flowering plants were used to 
create the flower gardens and ornamental gardens; 
3500 kilograms of grass seed to seminate the lawns. 
In the northwest, there is an existing stock 600 fruit 
trees (cherry, plum, apricot and peach) in parts of 
the park protected by the hospital wall.”

Leitge-
hölz

Ligustrum vulgare

Gründer-
zeit

(...) In these gardens most of the streets, alley 
and transverse paths are lined by mountain ash, 
chestnut, acacia and linden trees, which will in a few 



years provide sufficient shade. All the narrow berms 
lining the fronts and long sides of the departmental 
gardens were planted with fronts of the prunus ge-
nus (flowering plum, almond, apricot, and tart-cher-
ry trees), perennial shrubs, conifers and birches. The 
large berms in contrast, whose bare slopes are not 
able to sustain grass (…), are covered – park-like – 
with ten- to twelve-year-old black pines, and distrib-
uted among them are white-barked birches, dark-red 
hazelnut bushes, yellow and red willow shrubs and 
flowering wildwood flowers. (…) The gardens for of-
ficials lie between Street Nr. 1 and the southern wall 
of the hospital grounds – that is, on a long strip of 
land that would hardly have come into considera-
tion for buildings or other uses, and contains initial-
ly about 150 young fruit trees, a variety of deciduous 
trees, coniferous trees, flowering and ornamental 
shrubs; these are screened from the street by a privet 
hedge and supplement the overall grounds in a dec-
orative fashion (...) 

Niederösterreichische Landes-Irrenanstalten
“(…) 

And therefore, due to supervision requirements, it 
became necessary to remove all shrubbery and coni-
fers from all patients’ gardens and instead to supple-
ment the very sparse stock of trees in these gardens 
(...)”

“… From ‘Steinhof’ we could 
often see the patients, who had to work under the su-
pervision of the medical staff. It was usually garden 
work.”

Gesellschaftshaus Festschrift
“Much of the upkeep was not carried out dur-

ing the war, ... employees were reassigned to other 
jobs and the work they had done, such as the care of 

forest and gardens, was simply discontinued or se-
verely cut back.”

Gesellschafts-
haus

Die 
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Die Gartenkunst

Otto Wagner-Spital Aussenanlagen, Untersuchung zum 
Zwecke der Erfassung und Restaurierung der Außenan-
lagen, im Auftrag des Bundesdenkmalamtes, Landeskon-
servatorat für Wien, 

Historische Gärten Österreichs

Historisches Lexikon Wien
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